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MRS. ORE CHOSEN 
HEAD Of GREATfR 

MEDfORD ClUB 
J U  1 '1'. 1 '; .  10:. G o r c  W lI S  l!l1oscn \l resi­

d(Jllt o f  the G reatCl' i\ledford club at 

a mee t i n g hel d iVIonday afternoon 

and will ass u m o  o f  r i ce at tho a n n u a l  

nieeling Lo b e  h e l d  next mon th .  Mrs . 
W. G. Dav i d s o n ,  the r e l l r i n g  lJresi­

dent, decl i n e d  to serve a n p tllel' year. 

Other o f f i cers ch ose n were : M rs. 

W. G. Da v i d s o n , fi rst v i c e  p r e s i d e n t ;  

M rs.  ji' .  ID. l'vl (lrJ'lek,  second v i c o  p resi­

d en t ;  lvI I's. '\T. 'V. H a rlll o n ,  treas­

ural' ;  M rs.  A.  B.  Schuster, recor d i n g  

set!l'otll l'), ; 1\l i s s  IDl izab e t h  Ro b i nson,  

COl'l'Cl'jlOIl <l i n g"  ·scel'? t a I'Y . 

IIotel Medford 
BOOUlB without lmth 50c per day 

and up. 
HOOlllS with bath $1.50 per day 

IU1d IIp. 
Special rates by week or month. 
Combination lJreakfuHta every 

mOI'nlDg 2G, 3,3 null 45 ce,ntll. 
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T A B L E R O C K � E N T J N E L  
PUB L I S H ED MONTHLY FOR MEMB E R S  O F  THE SOC I ETY 

I S I S  T H EAT RE 
Special Progmmmo for Friday and Saturday 

THE , DEERS'LA YE 

r.r0T T(M n·U� vJJ I LI� [j- h e  PiOllC0 1 'R t1 lHl th n I I  
a�'H o f  A l l H ' I ' j < , : l. 

TO PROVE SPEEDIN 
J.\jr". 1 ) , \ \', I L l l l l i l  em-jelled tl le  eity 

("offers "I\' j t l l  tell dol l a rs l\loIHln)' 
EFl!'E 

Admission 5-10 Cent 
morn in g ,I:' :1  re " u l t of delllonstr:1(i ll� �:;::::;:;::::;:;::::;:;::::;:;::::;::.:::::::;::::;:;;:;;;;;= :;;:; 11 
1 0  fricnds OW l !'h e  l'<! ; t ] ]y t:ould d l'i\'� 
L1 Sl. if ;.;b� "\\':I I 1 ( !d 10, 'The burst of 
"peed t ouk pla ee 8 lil ld:1Y a fternoon 
Oil  :\'ol' [h  H j n�n.;i<1e ' ! ! ld ' 

the speed­
ometer of CJ l i cf of PoJiee I ]ittsoll. 
who "\\' a s  fullowing. rceon1ed a 30� 
m i l e  d i p ,  �\1 1''', llamil  expl a i lJed i o  
t h e  eOllJ't th ;li  ;.;ll� hall not beell driY­
i llp; a (�:I l' J IJ I I ;':' alJd hel':1u"e friends 
t.wi t te d  her nhi1ut the ::;Jow r;l te of 
"peecl ;.;h� lJl:1 i n i a in ed, ::;ht! re;';l)h'c\l to 
show j hem sl)o really eould p;o at a 

GIRl LIES ON 
AS TRAIN SPEEDS 

TIlE D"" LL I�S, Orc .. , April  :24,---'£0 , 
hcr remarkn b l e  ]l I'eSC!l('e of m i n d  I 
l\Iyrtle G n rdn er, t \\' c l \' ( �  years old,  to- / 
day o\\'es hcr  csenpc from d e a th 1;e- ! 
I I Pn l h  t h(� ", h ('(' I "  0 1 ' n J'I'l' ig'I I L  L r: I i l l .  
Whi lc  ('rossing' the rucks of lw O. W. 
It & N"  the . l i ltle gil:] \Vii s  struck by 
n wUl'klrnin,  w h i <.: l l  ('a ug'ht her i l l  
snel l  a lll H Il I l(�l' ( h n t  she fel l  s q ll a rely 
bdwee. 1 l t l Ie  l'n i l " ,  Lyi l lg' 1

.

)(�l're(: I I Y  I st i l l )  fu u l' t!<l l'S i J: t h e  t ra i ll passed 
0\'('1' het· befor(' h er fa ther a n d n ,  
dozcn bystn lHlcl's ('u l l l t! n L !  r' l (· t  t h e  I I I l tOJ d iol l  o r  I l I p  l' I I �\' i I l l't'I·. She Wll;'; 
o l l ly :-; I igh t ly i l l j l l l' t 'd. 

IGII WI$ a veff lood 18ar$ $ $  
Side benefits o f  res earching s tories o f  southern 

Oregon historical figures are news items which appear 
in old newspapers . A selection of advertisements and 
news reports reveal an earlier way o f  life as clearly 
as do collections of dated photographs . On pages 19  

and 20 appear s everal s tories taken from f iles of the 
1913 Medford Mai l  Tribune . Today they appear a litt le 

foolish,  but much o f  1985 ' s  newspaper copy will be silly 
in the year 2057 . 
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South of Ashland, past -the aut-off to Emigrant Lake, a white sign marked "Cemetery " 
points up a gravel road. At the top of the hinj ove.rlooking the Emigrant Lake Reser­
voir, is a -two-aare aemetery kno!<Jn as the Flin-Dunn Cemetery . Golden star thistles 
grow between the markers, whiah date back to 1853 . 

Isaac and BUzabeth Hin. are buried here, in a family pZ-ot p "lanted with iris . They 
-took up a Donation Land Claim south of Ash"land in 1853.  EU;�abet7� and her daughte.y·[; 
!Jere t;he first wh-i-/;e women to se-ttl-e. in the south end of the Beal"' Cl"'eek Vaney . 

The Hin sisters Uved long Uves, and left detai" led memo-irs of the settlement of 
the frontier . This first part of a t-wo-part series loeOO1.<12ts the lUUs 'journey to Ore­
gon and their arrival ,z:n -the Bear Creek TfaUey as the Ind-ian Wars al�e about -[;0 begin . ];���1 he Hills came to Oregon from the 

Sweetwater Valley in Tennessee , a 
broad f ertile valley where the Sweet­
water Creek flows between the Cum-

berlands and the Great Smokey Mountains . 
They lived in a hous e on a b luf f over­
looking a creek , where Elizabeth ' s  
parents had arrived in a covered wagon 
in 1816 , to settle the Hiwassee Pur­
chas e .  Pioneer b lood flowed in their 
veins , and the Hills were proud to c laim 

* Nan Hannon is the Curator of the SWedenburg House. 
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kinship with Rob ert E .  Lee , and with an­
cestors who had f ought in the American 
Revolution , the War of 1812 and the Mexi­
can-American War . 

Isaac and Elizabeth Hill had six chil­
dren . Their three daughters were Martha , 
Mary and Ann Hasseltine , called "Hasse . "  
The girls were all les s than a hundred 
pounds . The sons were La Grande , a wild 
and robust young man a lmost six feet tall 
who loved to hunt ; John , the middle son , 
reserved and gentle like his mother , and 
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a good farmer ; and C ic ero , the younges t  
b rother , a pleasan t , reliab le boy more 
outgo ing than John , but without La Grand e ' s  
hunger for adventur e . 

Has se remembered that neither o f  her 
parents could be called handsome . Isaac 
was fair and b lue-eyed , and his f ine 
baritone voice supported the hymn-sing­
ers a t  the deep water Baptist services 
the family attended . Elizabeth , called 
"Betsy" by her husband , was a dark woman. 
She was tall , and held herself very 
s traight , always dignified and ladylike . 

The Hills were prosperous farmers who 
raised cotton , f lax , corn and cat tle.  
The girls remembered a happy life  in 
Tennessee , gathering wild plums and 
hickory nuts , attending quilting bees 
and husking parties . Once , a year a 
shoemaker , who took his pay in smoked 
hams , visited to make each family mem­
ber two pairs o f  shoes , one f or good and 
one f or everyday . The girls each had two 
new woolen dresses a year . 

Despite the pleasan t  and secure life 
the Hills enj oyed in Tennessee , Isaac 
was not con�ent . He may have been un­
easy about the social and economic prob­
lems in the South which would lead to 
the C ivil War . He also had a res t less 
nature , which would t ake him twice 
acros s  the American con t inent , into go ld 
f ields and Indian war s , well after his 
fortieth birthday . 

While the Hill g irls were young , their 
father made two unsuccessful homes tead­
ing attempts in Mis souri and one in Ala­
bama . Elizabeth and her younger chil­
dren were staying at her father ' s  home , 
while Isaac and La Grande worked on a 
homestead cabin in Missouri , when word 
of the gold strike in California reached 
the South , in the s pring of 185 0 .  

Isaac sold his half-completed home , 
his tools and his s tock at a loss in 
order to hurry to California . La Grande 
accompanied him , and Betsy and the other 
Hill children stayed at her father ' s ,  
with John managing the farm . Isaac ' s  
s ixty-six year o ld mother , intrepid 
Elizabeth Lane Hill , also j oined the 
westward party , as did three of Iaaac ' s  
brothers , and his sis ter Maria Louise 
Kelly , her husband , and son Isham Keith . 

The party took an overland route which 
b rought them to the Wi11amette Valley in 
the late fall of 185 0 .  The Ke11ys 
headed south for the gold f ields . Win­
t er snows stopped t hem not far south o f  
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the Siskiyou Pass , near a mountain the 
Indians called Wy-ek -a , which we call 
Mt . Shas ta . While the rest of their 
relatives stayed in the Wil1amette Va1-
1ety , Isaac and La Grande wintered near 
Ast o ria , where they built a sawmill on 
the Columbia . 

Isaac seems to have thought about 
s taying with the sawmill , but word of 
gold strikes near the Kelly ' s  at Wy-ek-a 
(now Yreka ) drew him south . He left 
La Grande at the C1atsop sett lement , and 
with his brothers , William and George , 
travelled south . 

Isaac , ever alert for opportunity , was 
on the look-out for attractive land as 
the b ro thers j ourneyed . The Donation 
Land Claim Ac t of 1850  allowed for free 
land to settlers in the Oregon Territory , 
and Isaac was interes ted . The bro thers 
camped one night in the Bear Creek Val­
ley , a litt le south o f  present-day Ash­
land . On that spring night in 185 1 ,  
Isaac found what he had been looking for : 
land covered with spring-green grass and 
wildf lowers , groves o f  oak and madrone , 
all sheltered by the rugged S iskiyou 
Mountains . Isaac told his brothers that 
he was going to return to this spot . 

In Yreka , the brothers were happily re­
united with their sis ter Maria Louise 
and their nephew Isham Keith . Maria was 
an energetic little woman who carried 
her sheet metal s tove and a supply o f  
dried apples to California , and began 
making and selling dried apple pies as 
soon as she arrived . The f irst white 
woman in Yreka , she was beloved by the 
miners not only for her cooking , but for 
her kindly nursing and good spirits . She 
operated an open-air restaurant and a 
boarding house , and enj oyed feeding the 
miners starved for good cooking and 
f eminine company . Her son Isham , the 
apple of her eye , was also well-liked in 
the mining town . The s ixteen year old 
Tennes see mountain b oy was a skilled 
woodsman , t racker and hunter . He b rought 
home to his mother many a deer shot 
cleanly through the eye . 

The Hill brothers began mlnlng on 
Humbug Creek , ten miles northwes t  of 
town . The creek had b een called a "hum­
bug" by disgusted miners who found 
nothing there , but the Hills and the 
Kellys did well . Isaac took out at 
least $ 5 0  in gold each day , and Isham once 
found a nugget worth $480 . At Humbug Creek , 
and on Greenhorn Creek c los er to Yreka , the 
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Martha Louise, Mary and Anne Hasseltine Hill 

Hill men found a fortune in the gravelled 
stream beds . 

In the spring o f  1851 , the Hill brothers 
decided to leave the gold f ields . Isaac 
returned to the east in the fall of 185 1 ,  
with $ 2 3 , 00 0  in gold sewn in the lining 
of his ves t . He took 9 0  pounds of gold 
to the S t . Louis mint to be coined . 

$ 2 3 , 000 was sufficient capital to  en­
ab le a man to live comfortab ly for the 
res t of his days in Sweetwater , Tennes see . 
But Isaac ' s  thirst for adventure was un­
slaked , even af ter his j ourney back and 
forth across the continent . He was going 
to take his family b ack Wes t , to the 
beautiful spot in the Bear Creek Valley . � icero , John and the Hill women were 

overj oyed to be reunited with Isaac 
and wi th his plan to take them there . 
His Betsy , a forty-five year o ld 

woman who would have been well-content 
to live and die on her father ' s  farm, 
was dismayed by Isaac ' s  plan , but main­
tained a " Spartan s ilence , "  according 
to the girls . Hasse ' s  granddaughter 
Margaret Joy , lives in Ashland , and 

AUG U ST 1 985 

says , "It would never have occurred to  
great-grandmother not to  come with her 
husband • • .  he had a vision of what this 
country could and would be . And all she 
could do as his wif e  was go along with 
his vis ion whether she had it or not . "  

That winter was spent preparing for the 
j ourney . Isaac , acquainted with the de­
mands of the frontier , knew what he 
needed and wanted . On the way home to 
Tennessee , he had ordered new rif les and 
a chest full of medicines . He had also 
commiss ioned the cons truct ion of two 
wagons , one with a f lat bottom f or cross­
ing rivers . At home , he and Cicero and 
John built b oxes of white poplar exactly 
fitted to the wagon b ed s . 

Betsy and the girls sewed canvas sacks 
to hold their possessions , and dried 
enough apples and peaches to fill f our 
huge sacks . "These may be the last apples 
you ' ll ever see , " Betsy murmured to the 
girls as she set the f ruit out in the sun . 

She and the girls also sewed sunbonnets , 
aprons , durable dresses , and knitted s tock­
ings and socks . Often this work was done 
in the evenings , while Isaac entertained 
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visitors who wanted to  hear tales o f  
Oregon . 

In the las t  weeks o f  January , 185 2 , 
everything the Hills owned was either 
packed or given away , and the girls 
finally realized that they were really 
leaving home . They had been forb idden 
by their father to  take any books but 
the B ible and Pilgrim 's Progress , but 
Mary sneaked in her copy of Kirkham ' s  
Grammar , possib ly b ec ause of Betsy ' s  
lament s  that her girls would never see 
another schoolhouse .  i f ter leaving Sweetwater , the Hill s  

travelled rather leisurely to Keo­
kuk , Iowa , where they stayed with 
relatives while Isaac made f inal 

preparations for the j ourney . About 7 5  
others j o ined the Hills in Keokuk. Isaac 
was a very persuasive advocate of Ore­
gon ' s  charms , and a number of relatives 
and friend s had decid ed to f ollow him, 
happy to have an experienced guide . 

While the Hill women sewed the wagon 
covers , Isaac and the boys purchased 
stock . Isaac ' s  dream was to run a cat­
tle ranch , and he bou ght over a hundred 
head o f  cattle , oxen to pull the f am­
ily ' s  three wagons , and some f ine horses . 
One o f  the horses he gave to Martha , who 
named the pretty mare Kate . Kate was t o  
be her conf idante o n  the trip , and int o  
Kate ' s  ear Martha whispered her home­
sickness and f ears . 

Martha confessed in her memoirs that 
the girls were snobs who considered the 
rest of the wagon train beneath them , 
and recalls that she never spoke to her 
father ' s  hired men . Part of the girls ' 
aloofness stemmed from a natural reti­
cence , and part f rom Betsy ' s  training . 
Martha explained that the girls had been 
brought up to speak only to people to  
whom they had been properly introduced . 

When the Hills lef t Keokuk , many tears 
were shed , both by those going and thos e  
staying behind . Perhaps the saddest tears 
of all were wept by young Hasse,  who 
cried behind a shed b ecause no one re­
membered that the date was also her 14th 
birthday . ,� he f irst days o f  the j ourney wes t  

} were an adj ustment t o  life on the � t rail . The men learned to wield the 
seven-foot whips that drove the oxen 

forward . The girls decided that the hired 
men were too wasteful and dirty to handle 
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the food , so they divided the cooking 
chores among themselves . Betsy took her 
place at the f ront of one of the Hills ' 
wagons , where she sat on a cushion , with 
what Hasse called her "box of trinkets" 
near at hand . The box contained , among 
other things , a carefully-packed china 
cup , for Betsy declared she could not 
drink out of a t in mug .  The family tradi­
tion that she dined with china and crys­
tal and linen napkins throughout the 
j ourney may be exaggerated , but it re­
sults perhaps f rom her grandchildren ' s  
memories of Elizabeth as a "refining 
influence "  on their childhood . Af ter 
Issac ' s  death she lived with Mary , and 
then with Hasse , watchful o f  their chil­
dren ' s  manners . The girls never forgot 
that other women on the wagon train ex­
c laimed that Elizabeth Hill always "looked 
as though she had j us t  s tepped out of a 
bandbox" even to the clean handkerchief 
tucked in her belt . 

When the Hills reached the Missouri 
River in May , they discovered that 1852 
was a year o f  great migration . Confu­
s ion and excitement reigned at the river 
crossing . Isaac was alarmed by the num­
ber o f  other emigrant s ,  who might beat 
him to his chosen c laim-site . His sense 
o f  urgency was shared by other pioneers 
who wanted to get the best land . Isaac 
had already made reservations at the 
f erry , and when he tried to push his 
party ahead of others , one man threatened 
to kill him . In this atmosphere of haste­
and violence , it  was not surprising that 
tragedy would result . 

Only three flat-bottomed rowboats were 
availab le for settlers , wagons and cattle . 
On May 10 , mos t  o f  the Hill party crossed . 
On the 11th , around noontime , John Hill 
persuaded the last of the cattle onto a 
raf t . He had a lready gone back and forth 
several times , and like the other men , he 
was hungry and t ired . When he pushed o f f , 
several men lef t on the bank , anxious for 
their dinner on the other side o f  the 
river , j umped onto the already overloaded 
boat . The milling of the frightened cat­
tle capsized the raf t . Animals and men 
struggled in the muddy current . John ' s  
family called to him to cling to the 
raf t , as he could not swim . Ropes were 
thrown to the f loundering men . All were 
saved except young John Hill , who was 
swept out of sight . 

Men went downriver to search for the 
body ; searchers with lanterns combed the 
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the riverbank throughout the night , but 
John was not f ound . 

Elizabeth Hill had raised all of her 
six children nearly to adulthood . The 
sudden loss o f  her youngest son over­
whelmed her . She withdrew .  For four 
days she took no food . The j ournal in 
which she had written faithfully since 
leaving Tennes s ee remained b lank . On 
the fourth night , Hasse persuaded her 
to eat a biscuit and drink a cup of 
water . 

In the darknes s ,  the sound of a f iddle 
came from another wagon encampment . The 
plaintive s trings voiced the grief in 
the mo ther ' s  hear t . For the rest of her 
life , Betsy couldn ' t  b ear to hear the 
sound of a fiddle . She would quietly 
absent herself f rom any musical event . 

No less grieved , Isaac s till felt the 
urgency of pres sing onward . He left an 
address at the f erry , and sent notices 
to Iowa newspapers , asking to be not i­
f ied if the body was found . Over a year 
later , in Oregon , the family received 
word that John ' s  b ody had washed ashore 
twenty miles downs tream from the ford . 

Martha reported that after leaving 
the Missouri River the family travelled 
through Nebraska , Wyoming , Idaho and 
into Oregon without seeing another white 
person or another house . Betsy , who 
feared for the lives o f  the rest of the 
family , suff ered from terrib le headaches 
as the wagons toiled up the Platte River, 
and when cholera broke out along the 
river , she was the f irst of the party to 
become ill . 

Isaac ' s  ches t o f  medicines probably 
s aved many lives . When Betsy fell ill , 
he nursed her himsel f , refusing to let 
the other children near her . He told the 
girls that with cholera "you either get 
well or die within a few days . "  Betsy 
recovered , but many others died . Along 
the trail , the Hill party came upon a 
man burying his young wife . He offered 
the Hill girls her clothes , but Isaac 
forbid them to touch them, for fear o f  
their becoming ill , too . 

Descending the Rockies , Martha ex­
perienced another t ragedy . Her beloved 
hors e ,  Kate , was bit ten by a scorpion 
and had to be sho t , in a canyon called 
Scorpion Gulch . Martha ' s  misery was 
compounded by a lack o f  water , for the 
wagon train pas s ed through many drough­
s tricken areas , and the party had to do 
without f resh water , and the thirs ty 
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cattle had to b e  driven day and night 
from river to river . 

At Umatilla , the girls were surprised 
to see a strange man coming up to  them . 
The strange man turned out to be their 
b ro ther La Grand e . They had no t seen him 
for three years , and La Grande had grown 
a beard . The presence o f  La Grande 
heartened the Hills , who f elt they mus t  
be get ting close t o  their new home . 

The Hills wintered a t  Salem ,  where 
Isaac and Hasse s pent mos t  of the months 
in bed , recovering from malaria . The win­
ter of 185 2-18 5 3  was a hard one , and 
Isaac lost a large portion of his s tock 
in the s torms . As soon as the snows 
melted , Isaac was ready to leave , and 
Betsy was equally eager to be sett led in 
a home of her own again . 

Before leaving Salem ,  the Hills bought 
a year ' s  supply of provis ions . Betsy 
bought things for her new house , inc lud­
ing a bolt of calico with which to cur­
tain off the beds in the one-room cab in 
Isaac and Cicero planned to build . 

The Hills went as far as Cow Creek Can­
yon , near Canyonville , where Elizabeth 
and the girls stayed at a hotel , while 
Isaac , Cicero and the hired men went 
ahead . Isaac wanted to stake his claim ,  
get his cattle sett led , and s tart a cab in . 

But when Isaac and Cicero arrived in 
the Bear Creek Valley , they discovered 
that the land on which Isaac had camped 
in 1851 had already been c laimed by 
Patrick Dunn and Fred Alberding . So Isaac 
Hill staked out l and a f ew miles south , 
and with Cicero ' s  help b egan work on a 
garden and a cabin , on land that was not 
his dreamed-of acreage . ' atrick Dunn , who would become Isaac ' s  

son-in-law less than a year later , 
had filed a Donation Land Claim on 
160 acres on what is now Hwy , 6 6 . 

Twenty-nine years old that spring o f  
1853 , Patrick had already had more than 
his share of adventures . Born in Ireland , 
he had emigrated to  America with his 
parents at the age o f  four . He grew up 
in Philadelphia , and was working as a 
bookkeeper at an Illinois f lour mill when 
s tricken with gold fever . He travelled 
t o  California by mule team and arrived in 
Sacramento on Augus t  9 ,  185 0 .  He met and 
became partners with Fred Alberding , and 
the two travelled northward following the 
s treams and the rumors of gold . 

The hard winter o f  185 0-1851 found Dunn 
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and Alb erding in a camp along the Salmon 
River , where a number of miners were 
snowed-in and cut o f f  from supplies f o r  
weeks . The miners killed a skinny mule 
and ate it ; they went hungry after tha t . 

At 26-year old miner named Ab el Helman, 
who had no luck at all in the gold f ield s , 
was also at the Salmon River camp that 
hard winter . Helman , who would b ecome 
one of Ashland ' s  f irst citizens , wrot e  
in his diary for March 2 3 , 185 1 : "Sal­
mon C reek , California • • .  I think that i f  
I ever g e t  home , California will never 
s ee me again . I never wished myself home 
until I s t arted on this trip , and s ince 
that , I have wished me there more than 
20 t imes . "  Helman ' s  homesickness was 
surely shared by his fellow miners ; but 
when thaw came , they once again took up 
the s earch for wealth . 

Helman ' s  diary for April 18 records 
exorbitant prices for necessities . The 
miners bought what they could and set 
out . Helman passed through the Rogue 
Valley on his way to the Willamette Val­
ley , and then returned to a spot on Ash­
land Creek that looked to him like a 
likely site for a mill .  Dunn and Alb er­
ding contrived snowshoes and travelled 
to Yreka , and then crossed the S iskiyous 
and entered the Bear Creek Valley . The 
partners camped at the same spot where 
Isaac Hill and his brothers had camped 
a year earlier . The wildflowers and 
green grass also appealed to Dunn . He 
thought of filing on the land , but he 
was not yet ready to give up his hope 
of quick riches . He and Alb erding t ried 
their hand at mining in rough-and-tum­
b 1e J acksonville with some succes s .  On 
one d ay Dunn took a thousand dollars 
worth o f  gold out o f  a s tream . But that 
luck did not continue , and eventually he 
and Alberding returned to the spot along 
present-day Neil Creek , and paced out a 
claim . � s aac ' s  o ther c lose neighbors were 

the four Mountain House boys . Thes e 
young packers were hauling lumber 
with ox teams to  their two sections 

of land at the foot o f  the Siskiyous , 
where they were building the first 
"Tavern" in Jackson County south o f  Jack­
sonville . The Mountain House which they 
raised s till stands on Old Hwy . 9 9 , j us t  
south o f  Hwy . 6 6  t o  Klamath Falls . It 
served for many years as a stopping p lace 
for t ravellers and s tages going between 

s 

Oregon and California and Ashland and 
Klamath Falls . 

The partners in the Mountain House 
were Hugh Barron , John Gibbs , Terry Hare 
and James Rus sell . Russell would become 
another o f  Isaac ' s  sons-in-law . He had 
abandoned his trade o f  s tone-cutting in 
1849 to come wes t  with a mule train 
from Pittsburgh . 

A few other miners and f errymen lived 
in the Bear Creek Valley in that early 
spring o f  185 3 , but Isaac was among the 
first wave o f  settlers coming to farm 
the land , and the wife and daughters he 
would bring were the first women to set­
tle in the south end o f  the valley , on 
land now covered by Emigrant Lake . 

Isaac lef t Cicero to f inish the cabin 
while he returned to Canyonville for 
the rest o f  his f amily . The j ourney 
over the mountains and swollen s treams 
between Canyonville and the Rogue Val­
ley proved to  be the mos t  diff icult part 
o f  the Hills ' wes tward odyssey , but on 
April 14 , 185 3 ,  they arrived at their 
new home j us t  south of Ashland . 

It was Hasse ' s  15th b irthday . She had 
wept on her 14th b irthday , leaving Keo­
kuk , and she wept on this birthday , 
again hiding her tears from her family . 
Indeed , each o f  the Hill women found a 
private spot in the woods to cry a lit­
t le over the primit ive home to which 
Isaac had b rought them : a f loorless 
cabin with ho les for windows . Hasse 
cried also because she thought she would 
never again see a red apple or a school­
house , but she swallowed her tears as 
quickly as she could , and went in to her 
mother . 

Betsy , who had at least tried to main­
tain her "Spartan s ilence" during the 
year since she had left c ivilization , 
was ill with grief at the thought of 
raising her three daughters in this 
wilderness . The girls laid the feather 
bols ter from the wagon on the f loor for 
their mother , and t ried to cheer her up . 
They could speak with genuine enthusiasm 
of the lovelines s  of their new home . In 
her memoirs , Martha wrote that "When we 
came to the Rogue River Valley , it seemed 
to our eyes beautiful indeed , and compared 
to most of the lands we had traveled 
through , and we did not b lame our father 
for losing his heart to the place . "  

The girls gathered wildflowers for 
their mother , and began setting up the 
cabin as a home . When Betsy ' s  illness 
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pass ed , she helped them , keep­
ing to herself her continuing 
uneasiness ab out life in such 
an isolated spot . 

Elizabeth ' s  dismay was com­
pounded by her fear o f  the In­
dians living less than a mile 
away . The f amily had passed 
through at leas t one "ranch­
aree" or Ind ian village along 
Bear Creek , where naked In­
dian children ran up to see 
the horses , and the Indian 
women held up their b abies 
to see the white women . 

Scarcely f ive years after 
the Hills ' ride through their 
villag e ,  tho se Indian women 
and children would be dead or 
herded into a reservation at 
S iletz on the Oregon coas t , 

where the last members of the 
tribe would p erish . E1iza­
be�h may have forseen the 
coming conf rontation between 
the Indians and the settlers , 
and the t ragedy it would 
bring to her own family . 

The sett lers lumped together 
the Indians l iving in the 
Rogue Valley as the "Rogue 
Indian s , "  although the In­
dians living in small vil­
lages along the tributaries 
of the Rogue River represented 
at l east three different 
tribal groups speaking dis­
tinct languages . The white 
settlers believed the "Rogues "  
to b e  f ierce and untrust­
worthy . Their savage repu­
tation discouraged all but 
the mos t  dauntless pioneers . Ann HasseUine, Mary, and Martha Louise in Zater years . 

Many o f  tho se who did come to the Rogue as soon as possib le . (; Nine months before 
Valley were f orthright about their in- the Hill women arrived in the Bear C reek 
tention of eliminating the Ind ians and Valley , in July of 1852 , the white 
claiming the land they felt was theirs signers of a treaty with the Ind ians at 
by Manifest Des tiny . Even one of the Table Rock were toas ted at a d inner party 
mis s ionaries who came to save the Indians ' with the wish that "you may live to  see 
souls wrot e  that " • . •  the doom of extinc- the time when the Indians of Rogue River 
tion is suspended over this wretched race 
and . • •  the hand of providence is  removing 
them to give place to a people more 
worthy of this beautiful and f er t ile 
country . "  

Charles G .  P ickett , who was Oregon ' s  
first  Indian agent , wrote in the Oregon 
Spectator in 1847 : "self-preservation 
here d ic tates these savages be killed off  
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are ext inct . "  
The Ind ians living closest to the Hills 

were probably Shasta Indians . At one t ime , 
a few Shasta had ventured over the S iski­
yous from the tribe ' s  home grounds along 
the Klamath River in Northern California ; 
now about 300 Shasta lived in extended 
family groups along Bear Creek and its  
tributaries . 
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Mary and Hasse stand in the family plot between their mother 's . and father 's grave . 

Encounters between the Shasta and the 
whit e  explorers , t rappers and packers 
were s omet imes hos tile and sometimes 
friendly . The Shasta resented int rusions 
into their ter ritory , but the whites pas s­
ing through were more of a curiosity than 
a threat . 

This situat ion changed when miners and 
settlers b egan making permanent homes . 
While the B ear Creek Valley could support 
a large agricultural population int en­
sively farming and ranching the lowland 
areas , a far more limited numb er o f  hun­
ter-gatherers such as the Shast as could 
be sus t ained by the same land . 

The Sha s ta depended for their exi s t ence 
on game such as elk , deer , antelope and 
bear hunted by the men ; roots , plant s ,  
and fruit gathered by the women ; and 
mos t  important , on the dog salmon c aught 
in the . s treams , and acorns gathered on 
the wooded s lopes o f  the hills . 
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The arrival o f  miners in the Jackson 
Creek go ldrush of 185 2 ,  and the farmers 
who followed them , immediately disrup ted 
the food supply for the Indians living in 
the Rogue Valley . The whites competed for 
game and s cared the animals into the 
mountains . Worse , the miners muddied and 
fouled the s treams with their gold opera­
tions , killing the fish . The settlers re­
leased pigs to  forage for acorns in the 
oak groves . By the winter of 185 2 ,  the 
Indians were beginning to go hungry . 

When the Hill women rode through the 
village in the spring of 185 2 ,  they were 
no t only a wonder to the Shas ta , but a 
sign to the Indians that the sett lers 
meant to stay ,  to mul tiply , to render the 
earth unlivab le for them . 

As Betsy Hill and her petite daughters 
put up calico curtains in their t iny cab in , 
the Shast a  prepared for war . 

To be concluded in the next issue 
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T �MILY 
� and. 

M unt in Hous 
M aj or Hugh Franklin Barron , the 

worthy pioneer of Ashland , was 
b orn in Lee County , Virginia , in 
1 8 2 7 , the son of Nathaniel G .  and 

Anna (Collier) Barron . His parents spent 
their ent ire lives in the s outh and were 
memb ers of early families of that state . 
Both households ,.;rere wealthy and held many 
s laves , but at the outbreak of the C ivil 
War , they willingly freed their s lave 
labor although their sympathies remained 
with the Confederate cause .  

Hugh Barron , as a child , spent carefree 
days on the plantat ion and attended com­
mon schools . As a son of a notable land­
owner he was given a share in the respon­
sibility of managing the property and it 
was surely in the cards , part icularly 
before the devas tation of the C ivil War , 
that he would inherit a part o f  the plan­
tation and continue in his father ' s  foot­
step s . But by 1850 -- he was then over 
twenty -- the romanticized reports of the 
treasures to be f ound in the west proved 
to be irresistible . 

In 1851 he j oined forces with an uncle , 
his mother ' s  brother , and , acquiring a 
wagon and oxen of their own , they j o ined 
a train and crossed the p lains to Cali­
f ornia . In the late fall o f  1851 they 
panned for gold at Diamond Springs , making 
their way gradually north to Yreka , and 
wound up prospecting on the Scott River . 
The t ime spent in California was short 
for b efore the winter storms made panning 
for gold less than a pleasant endeavor , 
they had made their way over the Siski­
yous into southern Oregon . 

The country bordering the Scott River 
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is wild and b eaut iful as it is  in so much 
of California , but the vegetation around 
Yreka is sparse and in the late part of 
the year the hillsides are dry and brown . 
The t raveler , af ter having c ome through 
this area , c ros ses the summit into Oregon 
and b eholds a vast panorama of evergreens 
and grassy s lopes . Seeing Oregon for the 
f irst  t ime , he is bound to be moved by 
its grandeur and beauty . So mus t  it have 
been with Hugh Barron . 

As soon as he could , on Decemb er 1 ,  185 1 ,  
he applied for a Donation Land Claim of 
160 acres on the Green Springs Mountain 
at the northern base of the S iskiyou 
range , and gave up his search for gold . 
In a lit tle glade a f ew miles south o f  
the pres ent s i t e  of Ashland h e  built a 
log c ab in for  his first home in Oregon , 
and b egan developing a cattle and sheep 
ranch . 

He was one o f  the f irst twenty-six men 
to settle in the Rogue River Valley and 
the land c laims of Maj or Barron , James 
Russell and James Gibbs cornered on each 
other . At the j unction these three men 
built a house and conducted an inn there , 
known a s  Mountain House . These s tage 
stops of cours e were located at regular 
intervals along the coach and mail routes . 
Some , l ike The Ashland House , the Colver 
House in Phoenix , and the Rob inson House 
in Jacksonville , were large and spacious 
and o f f ered genteel accommodations to the 
coach passengers ; others like The Mountain 
House supplied only meals and a b rief rest 
s top and served as a postoffice ; still 
others were pretty primit ive and were used 
by drovers principally for a respite f rom 
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Major Hugh F. Barron 

the \l7earisome road and a watering spot 
for the tired horses . S ince there were 
as many as six s tages on the road nearly 
every day , as well as an occasional 
horseb ack rider , there was no shortage 
of business for the s tage s tops . The 
three owners o f  the Mountain House also 
c onducted their business affairs , includ­
ing the development of their land , in 
partnership f or some t ime . 

In 1853 the Rogue Indians , j o ined by 
the Shastas and o ther tribes , rebelled 
again s t  the continuing mistreatment by 
the white settlers . In the southern 
Oregon area there was no standing army 
and Indian f ighting was done by volun­
teers from the pioneers who were trying 
to c hop a home out of the wilderness . 
O f  c ourse every red b looded man has tened 
to j oin up but there were f ew who had 
any military experience and could act as 
commanders . Hugh Barron , a natural 
leader of men , eventually assumed direc­
torship of a group of untrained f ighters , 
willing and eager to take the offensive , 
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but with no training and a shortage of 
guns and ammunition , they could only make 
do , and hope to def end their unprotected 
homes . Hugh Barron was called the Maj or 
by his grateful army o f  f armers , and the 
honorary title stayed with him through­
out his lif e .  

In the early skirmishes James Gibbs 
was killed by an Indian . His death b rought 
an end to the association . Maj or Barron 
acquired the c laims o f  b o th of his f or­
mer colleagues and made exten sive pur­
chases of o ther land unt i l  he owned a 
total o f  four thousand acres which be­
came one of the finest farms in Jackson 
County . Much of it was s ituated in a 
beautiful little valley a t  the head o f  
Hill Creek , and included some of the most 
magnificent mountain scenery in southern 
Oregon . His purchase of land included 
the s tage s top which then became known 
as Barron ' s  Stage Station . 

Conducting a holstery , developing the 
land , tending to livestock , and , at the 
same time , dodging homicidal Indians 
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who are intent on eras ing you and your 
kind require a great deal of love for 
your adopted habitation . It would cer­
tainly have been eas ier -- and perhaps 
more sensible -- to throw down the plow­
share and head for safer ground , and 
surely many o f  the early settlers did 
j us t  that . But through two Indian wars , 
Maj or Baron persevered . 

n March 18 , 185 3 , he married Miss 
Martha Ann Walker . Born in 18 3 3  
i n  Bethany , Illinois , she was a 

daughter o f  Samuel and Elizabeth Fruit 
Walker , natives of Kentucky . Her father 
died in Illinois , and when she was 2 0  
she and her mother resolved to  make the 
long and difficult j ourney acro s s  the 
p lain s  by themselves . Deciding that 
heavy covered wagons and oxen teams re­
quired the strong arm of men folks , 
Mar tha Walker covered the entire dis­
tance from Lee County , Iowa , to the Rogue 
River Valley in a buggy . They accompanied 
a large wagon train and no doub t  young 
Mar tha had the assistance o f  some of the 

The men in this picture were member s of the Pioneer Sons . They were des cendants of early 
Ashl and settlers and were born after the Indian war s . A horse race was the occasion for 
the photogr�ph , taken by �har l e s  W .  Logan . The men are posed in front of the Rus s e l  house 
on North Ma1n Street , Wh1Ch at that time was cal led the S tage Road. George B ar ron on the 
hor s e ,  was one of the r ace: s ;  t�e

.
identity of h i s  opponent ha s not been recorded .

' 

Some �f the men ha�e been 1dent 7 f1ed as 1 .  - - - Benj amin , 2 .  Will Vining , 3 .  George Stock­
ton , - .  Charles Ch1twood , 5 .  cr7t Tolman , 6 . George Barron , 7 . Harry Casey , l O . Ham Chitwood , 
1 1 : Tom Hurlburt , 12 . Covett Fr1zel le , 13 . Char l e s  G i l lette , 1 4 ,  Pete Eubank s . 9 .  Jack 
Fr 1 z e l l e , No . 11 Sherdan Thornton , 1 5 . --- Barber . 
No . 1 4  i s  a l so identi �ied a s  " a  Chinaman who cooked at the Mountain House . "  T h i s  i s  an 
error . The young man 1S c le arly a Caucasian . 
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Martha Watker Barron 
more chivalrous drivers . In Oregon , in 
September , 185 3 , they settled at Kings ­
bury Springs seven miles south of Ash­
land Mills . It is an unpopulated spot 
today and at that t ime was in the far 
wilderness ,  but they were in the van­
guard and they were not looking for 
civilization and crowds o f  people . The 
Walkers were nieghbors -- although re­
mote -- to Hugh Barron and he soon came 
calling . 

In the face o f  the shortage o f  avail­
ab le wives on the f rontier , the eminent 
danger of a calamitous Indian attack 
and the loneliness of bachelorhood ,  
Hugh Barron was ted l it tle time in 
amorous pursuit . Before the year was 
over they were married . Martha and her 
mother , who had been living with Martha ' s  
brother , Minus , moved into Hugh Barron ' s  
log cabin and Martha became a front ier 
housewife and , in addition to her chores 
on a b ig cattle ranch , became hostess 
at Barron ' s  S tage S top . Martha ' s mother 
lived with them unt i l  her death in 187 1 .  

In a year o r  s o  the f irst child , Alic e ,  
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came along and in 1858 , Maj or Barron , 
who anticipated a large and sturdy 
family to carry on his name and heritage , 
built a large , handsome house in front 
of the log cabin . The house has with­
s tood the use of several generations 
and is still standing , as splendid as 
ever . The log house in back was kept 
in constant care and lasted a long time 
The Barrons seem to have developed a 
great respect for log buildings . In later 
years Edgar Barron built a modern barn 
around the old log barn , where today , 
safe from wind and weather , it  is still 
in perfect condition . 

In 1858 the f irst son , Edgar Baker 
Barron , was born , and George Washington 
Barron followed in 186 1 .  Almos t  as an 
af terthought , in 18 7 3 ,  when Maj or Barron 
was almost fifty , their last child , 
Homer Walker Barron , was born . 

As a young man in Virginia Maj or Bar­
ron , indoctrinated with the tradit ions 
o f  the south , was a democrat , but after 
his move to the frontier , he became a 
staunch republican . Although he was 
never an aspirant for a political o f f ice , 
he took a great interest in educational 
matters and served for s everal years as 
a member of the school board . The Cen­
tennial History of Oregon reports , "In 
fact he s tood for all that meant progres s 

and improvement in the community and co­
cooperated heartily in every movement for 
the pub lic good . "  

In later years he sold his catt le and 
went into the sheep and goat busines s .  
"That undertaking proved very profitable 
and he so pro spered as the years went by 
that he was able to leave his f amily in 
very sub stantial circums tances . "  

At a t ime when large families were to  
be expected , four children only didn ' t  
make an especially auspicious set , but 
Martha Barron raised the two children of 
her niece , Genevieve and Edmund Roberts .  

lice A .  Barron married a native of 
southern Oregon , Gwinn S .  Butler , 
who was born in Jacksonville in 
18 5 3 . The But lers lived in Ashland . 

Edgar Barron was raised at the Barron 
ranch and received his early education 
in the pub lic schools , continuing his ad­
vanced training at the Ashland Academy . 
As the o ldest son , he naturally was as­
sociated with his father in the cattle­
raising bus iness and , later , in the sheep 
industry . 
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Major Bo�on 's ranch house 
In 1886 he married Miss Stacey Payne , 

a daughter o f  Mr . and Mrs .  C . T .  Payne , 
res idents o f  Ashland . Edgar and S t acey 
had one daughter , Austie Alice , born in 
188 8 . 

George Washington Barron was born on 
the Barron land c laim .  He attended the 
Ashland Academy f rom 1872 to 1882 and 
lived with his parents on the farm , 
assisting his f ather . 

Homer Walker Barron was born and died 
on the Barron es tate . He attended pub­
lic s chools and completed his education 
in the commerica1 department of the Nor­
mal School during the presidency of W . T .  
Van Scoy . In 18 9 7 , when he was 24 , he 
married Willamina (Minnie) Ross , who 
had come to Ashland with her parents 
about 1885 . They had three children : 
Hugh F . , Isabel and George Francis . 

Maj or Barron was an exemplary citi­
zen and one o f  Jackson County ' s  
most valued and honored inhabi­
tant s . While working on his own 

endeavors , he remained interested in 
pub lic affairs and was one of the mos t  
inf luential men in his part o f  the s tate . 
Martha , busy with housekeeping chores 
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and raising the children , still found 
time for social life and local activites . 
Like most farmer s  and s tockmen , Maj or 
Barron had no thought of retirement . 
One works as long as he is able and when 
he ' s  decreppity , he sits by the stove , 
giving advice and ins tructions to the 
children and wat ches them carry on where 
he left of f .  The Maj or , however ,  didn It 
live to reach t his august and venerab le 
position . 

When he was s eventy-seven , in 1904 , he 
hitched a span of horses to a wagon , in­
tending to make an inspection tour of his 
land . While he was going at a pretty 
brisk pace , a f ront wheel abruptly fell 
off  the axle 'and the wagon suddenly 
lurched sideways , coming to an instan t  
halt,. a s  the corner o f  the wagon bed dug 
into the earth . Maj or Barron was vio­
lently pitched forward and struck his 
head agains t a large boulder . He was 
killed inst antly . 

he Barron estate was divided amon g  
the children and Martha stayed o n  
a t  the home place with Edgar and 
Stacey and their daughter Austie . 

In 1916 she bought a home in Ashland a t  
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117 Almond S treet where she l ived for 
nine year s . Her son George s tayed with 
her .  In her later lif e ,  without Maj or 
Barron , she became a cherished cit izen 
of Ashland and an honored memb er o f  the 
Southern Oregon Pioneer Association . In 
1923 an especially notable gathering o f  
early settlers in southern Oregon was 
held in the P ioneer Cabin in Lithia Park 
to commemorate her ninetieth birthday . 
A banquet was held at noon and F . D .  
Wagner presided as toastma s t er . Irving 
E. Vining made an eloquent t r ibute to  
the p ioneer mothers and Mrs .  Alice Piel 
presented Martha with a f loral t r ibute . 
The culinary t riumph of the d ay was a 
mammoth f ive s tory birthday c ake , b aked 
in s ec t ions by f ive different ladies o f  
Ashland . It was almos t  as big  a s  Mount 
Ashland and was decorated by Mrs . A .  H .  
Rus sel l , 8 4  years old , who mad e  a l ittle 
speech about her seventy years acquaint­
anc e  with the Barrons . After a speech by 
Hrs . 1 .  D .  Applegate , Martha dex terously 
carved the cake . *  

In January , 1925 , at the age o f  9 2 , 
she died . She had been a widow for  
twenty-one years . She was survived by 
her four children . 

I n 1 9 24 the bachelor son who had 
s t ay ed so  long with Martha married 
Elizab eth King of Ashland . He was 
6 3  years old and there were no chil­

dren . 
In 1 9 3 2  George Barron was s everely in­

jured in an automobile acc ident . His 
* Tho s e  present included Hrs . Hary Dunn , Mrs . A . H .  
Russell , Mrs . Mary Hoffman Vining, Mrs . Elizabeth 
Paine , Henry S .  Emery , O . A .  Stearns , J . D .  Helman , 
Hargaret Applegate, Ellen H. Wagner, Hrs . John Mills , 
Mrs . A .  Harvey , Alice E. Hanley , Frances Myer Billings , 
G . S .  Butler, Elizabeth Dunn VanSant ,  Mrs . M . J .  Shook, 
Claire Hanley , Mary Hanley , Mrs . G . W .  Mathes , Dorothy 
Mathes , Geo . W .  Loosley, J . C .  Tolman . G . N .  Anderson, 
E . B .  Barron , Mrs . R . L .  Bish , Mrs . Jesse Houck, Jesse 
Houck , Alice Applegate Peil, Jessie Wagner Miles , 
Kate F. Grainger , Mabel E. Russell, G . F . Billings , 
G .  Homer Billings , Ellen Billings , L . E . Vinin g ,  
Nellie Russell , Rachel K,  Alford , Wm. Myer ,  Emma 
Tolman Helman , Emma Anderson Loosley , Elizabeth King, 
G . W .  Barron , Elinor Hanley Bush , Ida Wells Tucker , 
Pocahontas Hosley, C . E .  Lane , Katherine Angle Gaddis , 
Prue Angle Pla t t ,  Alta Naylor, Mollie Bri t t , Hrs . Lena 
A .  Phillips , Esther J. Cameron , Sarah A. Wing, Annie 
E. Patterson, Lydia McCall, Annie Walker, Ella Garre t t ,  
F . D .  Wagner , Stella Case Wagner, M . W .  Wheeler , 
S .  Patterson, Mrs . S .  Patterson , Bertha Winter , 
O .  Winter , Emil Peil , Anna Gaye Myer , Anna A. Wagner , 
J . M . Wagner , A . E .  Kinney, Mabel Wagner Kinney , Minnie 
Rockfellow Lane , Alice B .  Butler, Stacey P .  Barron , 
Homer W. Barron, Laura Thornton Willey , Millia 
Donelly , Ellen Giddings , Minnie Barron , and A. Raydure 
Brown . 

Staaey Payne Barron, taken by Peter Britt 
in 1 886. She was married to Edgar Barron; 
they were the parents of Austie . 
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Edgar Baker Barron, a Britt photo . 

f riends did not realize the serious nature 
of his inj uries and were shocked to learn 
of his death a f ter a four-month illnes s .  
His funeral was held at the First  Presby­
terian Church in Ashland and was conducted 
by The Rev . H . T .  Mitchelmore . 

At the age o f  8 0 , Edgar Barron died in 
1939 at the ranch on which he �as born . 
During his lifetime he became one o f  the 
largest s tock raisers and land owners in 
southern Oregon . He ,,,as survived by his r . HUGH F .  BARRON 

(1827-1904 ) 
MARTHA WALKER 

(1833-1925) 
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The Barron family . (Top row) Edmond Roberts . Eunice Davis (two peopZe Mrs . Barron took into her home) . 
George Barron . Alice Barron Butler . Aus t ie Bar�on . Stacey Payne Barron . Edgar Barron . (Front row) 
Martha Barron . little Hugh. Homer Barro n ,  Minnie Ross Barron . 

wife S tacey , who lived until 195 2 ,  and 
his daughter Austie . 

ustie married A . R .  Brown , a  butcher 
o f  Ashland . At the death o f  Maj or 
Barron ' s  heirs she as sumed the re­
sponsib ility of running the ranch 

and raised catt le and sheep . She made a 
great use o f  well-trained working dogs . 

During the f irst 65  years o f  her life , 
Austie l ived at the Mountain House . She 
attended Helman Elementary School and 
the Ashl and Normal School .  After complet­
ing her educat ion , she became invo lved in 
managing a large s tock operation , at f irst 
in competition with her father . 

Af ter Edgar Barron ' s  death , she assumed 
full responsib ility of the ranch . The sheep 
operat ion o f  about 3 , 000 head covered 
portions of the S iskiyou range in the 
Hyat t  Lake and the present Mount Ashland 
ski area . The cattle operation extended 
from the Rogue Valley to Hyatt ,  the How­
ard Prairie area , and the Keene Creek 
area along Oregon 6 6 . 
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During World War I I  she added hogs to 
the operation , buying cull potatoes and 
barley from the Klamath area f o r  f eed , 
then selling the hogs in San Franc isco . 
Austie built a s laughter house which was 
well known as a place to buy s ausages , 
hams and meats o f  all kinds . During her 
ranching years , the farm operations made 
the transition from the primit ive times 
when l ivestock was driven to market s  and 
farm equipment was drawn by horses , up 
to the modern era of motorized equipment . 

I n spite o f  the vigorous s ons and 
daughters and grandchildren , the old 
era pas ses . The new generation finds 
o ther interests and changing life 

s tyles . Old f amily traditions are trea­
ured but they have had their d ay and the 
descendants move to other c ities . 

In 1 9 5 3  Aus tie sold the land and moved 
to a home on Siskiyou Boulevard .  The 
:;:: arron ranch had been in the hands of the 
original family for a hundred years . It 
was t ime to move on . 
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The Arrow Collar Man was just beginning 
to set standards for masculine glamour: 

ARROW SI�IIRrS 
'�,I'),.Z�--. 

There is a good fitting 
''A.now shirt ' suitable 

for every occasion. 
Select the shirt 

bearing 'the 
,Arrow labe,L 

, .'/>'i.50 and ,up. 

In San Francisco Mr. Quive shed his big> 
disagreeable wife : 

D I VO R C ED B ECAU S E  W I F E S PA N K ED H I M  
SAN FRANCISCO , Nov . 5 .  Edward A .  Quive 
was granted an absolut e d ivorce today 
from Sophia Quive . Quive , f ive feet tall , 
weighed exactly 90  pound s , and Sophia , 
who loomed heads higher , acknowledged 180. 

l iMy wife called me a Tom Thumb , "  Quive 
told Judge Sargent , "but b efore our mar­
riage she used to say I was cute . Time 
and again she has s lapped my f ace , spanked 
me , locked me out o f  the house , and in­
sult ed my relatives . "  

Mrs , Quive did not deny the allegations 
and the application was granted . 

In Boston Mrs . Bede ll decided she had no 
use for hel> husband but she wasn.'t wiUing 
to mark him off as a complete loss:  

O F F E R S  TO S E LL H U SBAND FOR $1000 
BOSTON , Dec . 31 . "As for me , I ' d  rather 
have my cat , "  writes Mrs . Agnes Bedell of  
Quincy to Miss Mary E.  Chandler . in of­
fering t o  sell her husband for $1000 . 

Mrs . Bedell wrote that she had not iced 
in the newspapers where Mis s  Chandler 
needed a husband to t ake care of her 
property and offered her own . "I want to 
open a b oarding house , "  said Mrs . Bedell . 

In Chicago Willie Palmer> Jr . >  aged 63> 
gave up his wild> wild ways : 

F I FTY YEARS O N  GAY ) G AY R OAD 
W I LL I E  PALM E R  R E F OR M S  

CHICAGO , Aug 28 . Willie Palmer , Jr . ,  
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aged 6 3 ,  is through leading the gay , fast 
lif e ,  and will s t ick to the p ledge he gave 
Municipal Judge Sabath and his father , 
William Palmer , Sr . ,  aged 8 6 . 

"Yes , s ir , "  piped Wil liam , aged 8 6 , 
affectionately s troking the gray hairs of  
Wil l ie , today , "Willie will s ow no wild 
oats . He was in bed a nine o ' clock last 
night and refused to go out with the boys. 
For fifty years he ' s  b een as wild as a 
colt . But when a boy gets t o  be 6 3  I say 
it ' s  t ime for him to behave . "  

"Dad ' s  right , "  said Willie , "fifty years 
o f  whoop ' te-doo is about enough for any 
b oy . When I signed the p ledge to quit 
drinking I meant it . I ' m going to be good . "  

In Paris Dear Old Doggie was sent to the 
reform school for disso lute canines : 

TAU G H T  DOG TO STEAL F ROM S HO P S  
PARIS .  Dec . 2 3 . Convicted last week o f  
a s eries o f  thefts which h e  insp ired his 
dog to commit , Wilhelm Volkaps , a Ger­
man b aker , today began serving a sentence 
of 30 days . At the trial in was shown that 
he had subsisted for eight months on 
choice cuts o f  beef , poultry , f ish , and 
sausages which he had taught his dog to 
s teal f rom neighbo ring shops . The dog has 
been adopted by the gendarme who arrested 
its mas ter . An effort will be made to re­
form it . 

Lenore Ulrich> the young star from Broad­
way> brought a company of Hawaiian sing­
ers and dancers to the Page Theater in a 
"fervid romance between an American and 
a beauti fU l is land gir l " : 

P.Lt\GE THE.L�TRE 
FRIDAY NIGHT, NOVe 1 4  

In Salem a suicide took the easy way out .  
The story was given the headline : 

S U I C I D E  PADS D EATH ROPE 
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SALEM , Aug . 16 . Coroner C lough is t oday 
endeavoring to est ab lish the identity 
of a man who hanged himself in a wood­
shed near the city after padding the 
noose with cotton and velvet so that i t  
would not "hurt "  his neck . 

Public spirited citizens of st . Louis 
w�nt on a clean-up campaign and puri­
f�ed the naughty nudes on display in the 
C'l-ty : 

St . Louis , Aug 22 . Litt le Old S t . Louis 
is engulfed to the neck in a wave o f  
modesty . Ordered to display n o  paint­
ings , pictures or s tatues in the nude , 
proprietors and managers o f  cafes and 
res taurants have dressed them , and some 
weird sights meet the eyes of the patrons 
of these places . 

In one downtown cafe Venus wears a pair 
of diaphanous trouserettes , and the Lady 
with the Goose is garbed in a s lit skirt", 
the s lit extending p eril ously close t o  
the Lady ' s  neck . In another cafe where 
the p roprietor boas t ed a ,really handsome 
group depicting Pan piping to a bevy o f  
"altogether" woo dland nymphs , Pan has 
b een forced to don a pair o f  overalls , 
and the girls are dressed up in paj amas , 
nighties and mother hub b ards . "The Sleep­
ing Beauty , "  who has f o r  years repose­
fully slumbered on a s lab in another cafe 
unclothed , now wears a po liceman ' s  uni­
form .  

Still another cafe manager in whose 
place was a bronze f i gure t aken from the 
now f amous "September Morn , " has dressed 
the f igure up in a short garment tha't 
comes in pairs . 

A statuette o f  
a Baccante , the 
original of which 
disports herself 
in the Metropoli­
tan o f  New York , 
now wears a com­
plete motoring 
out f i t  including 
goggles and a 
veil . The infant 
she holds in her 
arms wears that 
one garment which has c ome to be a badge 
of b abyhood . 

Men had to put up with summer itch and 
pit rash with only little he lp from the 
corner drugstore � but the ladies � bless 
them� could always re ly on a bottle of 
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LYDIA E .  PINKHAM 'S VEGETABLE COMPOUND: 

The message o f  this lit tle pitch is that 
the o lder girl , who looks as if she ' d  been 
d ragged around the net tle patch , has been 
very seedy and downright patooz lie o f  late. 
But little s ister has the remedy up her 
s leeve : she ' ll pour a shot or two of LYDIA 
E .  PINKHAM ' S  elixir through those waxen 
lips , and--zowee ! --older sis ter will be 
o f f  to the ball as soon as she can squeeze 
into her glass s lippers . Of course Lydia ' s  
c ompound has been laced with a belt or two 
o f  corn j uice,  along with 
tho se powerful vegetab les , 
and that does the trick . 

Mrs . Grace Stansbury o f  
Kansas says : "After I downed 
my second bot tle o f  Lydia ' s  
s auce , I was on the road to 
recovery , and after my sixth 
I was a new woman , "  • . •  and 
thash a fact . 

This little item is closer to home base:  

L I V E C RAB I S  S E N T  BY PARC E L  P O S T  
Jan . 16 . A Portland man sent the first 
limburger cheese through parcel pos t , a 
Gold Hill man sent a leaky can o f  varnish, 
but a Medford man sent a live c rab through 
the mails . The package was insecurely 
bound and the crab ' s  eyes c ould be seen 
watching every move the postmen made . 
Un-nerving ! 
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T im Hunter and h i s  team o f  

Belgians demon s trated f i e ld 

di sking f o r  v i s itors  at the 

Sunday S oc ia l  held at " The 

wi l lows . "  

There were a l s o  two teams o f  

mule s  t h a t  worked i n  the 

f i e ld s  provided by Chr i s toph 

Buch l e r  and Eul ic e  Mitche l l . 

SOC I ETY N EWS I S  WR I TTEN BY N I CK CLARK 

625 ENJOY SO C I AL AT uTHE W I LLOWS , n  

Throng s o f  vi s i tor s enj oyed the Sunday S oc ia l  h e l d  a t  " The 
Wi l lows " on J u l y  2 8 . There wer e many enj oyab le demons trations and 
exh ib i ts inc luding weaving and s p i nning , the Old T i me F iddler s , 
a b la ck smi th , a nd antique c a r s . Over 4 0 0  enj oyed the b e e f  lunch 
s e rved by the Rogue Va l ley C owb e l l e s  and served under the walnut 
grove p l anted by Alice Han l ey i n  1 9 2 6 . The soc i a l  is held th e l a s t  
Sunday o f  July annua l ly . 

Ove r one doz en antique 

cars were exhib i ted at 

the Sunday Social held 

July 2 8 a t  Hanley Farm . 

V i s i tors enj oyed hear ing 

and s e e ing th i s  part o f  

our 
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Shown a r e  the cove rs o f  our new pub l i ca­
a tions . 

S ou th e rn Oregon : Short T r i p s  
I nto H i s tory , wri tten b y  
Mar j o � i e  O ' Harra and L i nc o l n  
O n  The Green S pring s  author ed 
by Anne Foley a r e  two n ew 
pUb l i c a ti o ns o f  the S outhern 
Oreg on H i s torical S o c i e ty 
ava i lab l e  i n  our g i f t  shop a t  
the J a c k s onvi l l e  Mu s eum . 

The O ' Harra b ook s e l l s  for 
$ 1 1 . 9 5 but w i th your memb e r ­
s h i p  d i s c ount i s  $ 1 0 . 1 5 if  
p i cked up . 

Th e Foley pub l ication i s  $ 3 . 9 5 
or $ 3 . 3 5 wi th your memb e r s h ip 
d i s count i f  p i ck ed up . 

We w i l l  b e  p l eased to mai l  a 
copy i f  you include $ 1 . 0 0 f o r  
p o s tage and handl i ng . 

OTHER PUBLICATI ON S  AVAI LABLE I N  THE GIFT SHOP : 

The Humor o f  the Amer i c a n  Cowb oy ,  by S tan Hoig , i s  a c o l l ec tion o f  
o l d  mo s syba ck s  a nd j ok e s . " Some a r e  a l i tt l e  wool l y ,  but I ' m sure 
tha t  whoever s i nk s  h i s  tee th i nto th i s  beef will agree tha t  i t ' s  
s a l ty , " says  th e au thor . Reta i l  - $ 4 . 9 5  Memb e r s  $ 4 . 2 0 

J edediah Smi th and the Opening o f  the Wes t ,  by D a l e  L .  Morg an i s  the 
r emark ab l e  s tory o f  a r emark ab l e  fur trapper wh o ,  wi th other moun tain 
men , b l a z ed the trai l s  a c r o s s  the Wes t .  Reta i l  - $ 5 . 9 5 Members - $ 5 . 0 5 

The Gentl e T amers : Women o f  th e Old Wi ld Wes t ,  b y  Dan Browe r , cover s  
a l l  a spects  o f  wes tern f emi nine l i f e , whi ch i ncludes a g ood deal about 
the Western mal e .  Th i s  b ook i s  l ively , informal a nd soundl y f a c tual 
i n  i ts accounts o f  th e women who bu i l t  the Wes t .  There are s to r i e s  
o f  E l i z ab e th Cu s ter , Lola Monte z ,  J o s eph ine Meek e r  and Carri e Nation . 
Retai l  $ 6 . 5 0 Memb e r s  - $ 5 . 5 0 

No Li fe F or a Lady , by Agne s Mor l ey C leaveland i s  a b eaut i fu lly ex ­
pre s s ive and " br ightly hued s tory o f  c ow country l i fe in the latte r  
hal f o f  th e l a s t  c entury , "  a c cording t o  the New Y o rk T ime s . 
Reta il - $ 6 . 9 5 Memb e r s  - $ 5 . 9 0  

NEW COLORING BOOKS 
We h ave a n ew s e l e c tion of c o l or i ng b ook s of the P ac if ic Nor thwe s t  
I ndian , P ioneer Bear s , O regon I nd i ans and othe rs wh i ch are h ighly 
e ntertaining a nd edu c a ti ona l for ch i ldre n . 

WE MAIL for $ 1 . 0 0 po s ta g e  a nd hand l i ng f e e . s impl y  c a l l  or wr ite the 

s o c i e ty and p l ac e  your orde I 
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N EW MU S E U M  O P E N S  I N  EAGLE P O I N T  
The Oregon General S tore Museum , owned 

by Mr . and Mrs . Peter Crandall , has 
opened in Eagl e  Point . The museum is  lo­
cated in what was formerly the mill gra­
nary of the Butte Creek Mill . Later the 
building became a cheese factory owned 
by the Woodridge f amily and has also 
served as a movie theatre , a kindergar­
ten and a meet ing place for the Lions Club . 

Mr . and Mrs .  Crandall f irst saw the 
collec tion while vacationing in Penn­
sylvania . A g ent lemen there had spent 
much of his life collecting memorabilia 
from general s tores in the area . Mr . 
Crandall o f f ered to purchase the col­
lection and keep it together , if it c ould 
be moved to Oregon and reassembled in a 
proper building . 

Aft er several years o f  res toration 
work on the old  granary and a great deal 
of loving attention to placement of  the 
collection , the new Oregon Store Museum 
has opened t o  the pub lic . The hours are 
Tuesday through Saturday from 12 : 00 noon 
until 4 : 0 0PM and Sunday from 1 : 00PM t o  
4 : 00PM . The museum is c losed on Monday . 
Admiss ion is  $ 2 . 00 for adults , 50¢ f o r  
children 12 and under , group admission 
for 10 or more is $1 . 25 and there is a 
special fee f o r  families . 

Having visited this f ine museum ,  I 
urge all o f  our members to take a trip 
back in time and visit this fine new 
addition t o  the history o f  the Rogue Val­
ley . I guarantee that you will spend 
most o f  the hour saying , "Isn ' t  it in­
terest ing" or " I  remember those . "  

The Oregon General Store Museum is  
located next t o  the Butte Creek Mill a t  
402 Royal Avenue North . The phone num­
ber is 826-35 3 1 . 

= 
H I STOR I CAL SOCI ETY HAS AVA I LABLE 

FOR SALE THE FOLLOW I NG :  

1 .  I NDEX TO THE TABLE ROCK SENT I NE L  (MONTHLY SOUTH E R N  

OREGON H I STOR I CAL SOC I ETY NEWSLETTER 

I NCLUD E S  " LETTER TYPE"  NEWSLETTER 12/1971 THROUGH 

8/1980 AND CURREN! N EWSLETTER 9/�980 THROUGH 12/1984, 

20 PAGES STAPLED,  UNBOUND I NDEX . THE SOUTHERN OREGON 

H I STOR I CAL SOCI ETX P LANS TO I SSUE  A YEARLY I NDEX . 

$2 . 00 ( I NCLUDES MA I L I NG )  

2 .  GENEALOG I CAL I NDEX T O  H I STORY O F  SOUTHERN OREGON,  

COMPR I S I NG COUNT I ES O F  J ACKSON, JOSEPH I NE ,  DOUGLAS , 

COOS AND CURRY, BY A . G .  WALL I NG ,  1884 . 

ALL NAMES MENT I ONED I N  THE BOOK ARE L I STED, PLUS 

WALL I NG ' S  OR I G I NAL I NDEX AND ADD I T I ONAL SUBJECTS OF 

I NTEREST TO R E S EARCHER S . I NC LUDES NAMES OF P I ONEER 

S O C I ETY S PO N S O R S  TWO T R I P S 

A U G U ST 21 TO 23 - We have planned a 
very interes t ing t rip to visit B end , 
Kah-Nee-Tah Lodge , the beautiful Maryhill 
Museum and Timb erline Lodge . On Augus t  
21 , we will leave Jacksonville a t  8 : 0 0AM 
and have lunch in Bend . We ' ll visit the 
High Desert Museum and travel on to Ka.h­
Nee-Tah Lodge where we ' ll take an hour 
to tour the grounds ( on the bus ) before 
dinner . We ' ll leave at 8 :  OOAM on the 22nd 
and travel to Maryhill Museum on the 
Columb ia River .  This is the former 
mansion o f  railroad magnate Ja.mes Hill . 
Then it ' s  on to Timberline Lodge for the 
evening . We ' 11 s top in Aurora , on the way 
home , at the Ox Barn Museum and have 
coffee at Tolly ' s  in Oakland before ar­
riving in Jacksonville at 5 :  OOPM . Cost is 
$153 . 00 for two per room or $195 . 00 for 
singles . No meals are included . 

S E PTEMB E R  6 TO 8 - We ' ll leave Jack­
sonville at 8 :  OOAM . Take a sack lunch 
which we ' ll enj oy near a park en route , 
arriving in Reno at 5 : 0 0PM . We ' ll stay 
at the Golden S ierra and be bus s ed to the 
Antique Show at 7 : 0 0PM . On the 7 th we ' ll 
depart the hotel at 9 : 00AM for Virginia 
City and Carson C ity returning to the 
hotel at 1 : 0 0PM. During the afternoon , 
you may visit the Nevada State Museum 
(we ' ll provide the bus ) o r  the Casinos 
on your own . The evening is  free . At 
8 : 00AM , we ' ll return to Jacksonville 
via Mt . Shas ta . Cost is $ 90 . 00 for two 
per room or $ 12 0 . for singles . No meals 
are included . 

Call Sue at 8 9 9-1847  to make reserva­
tions . Deadline for full payment is one 
week in advance of trip depart�re . 

SETTLERS;  EARLY WAGON TRA I N  GROUPS; VOLUNTEERS OF THE 

I ND I AN WARS; EARLY GOVERNMENT OFF I C I ALS I N  THE STATE 

AND C I T I E S I N  O REGON; EARLY LODG E  MEMBE R S ,  FAM I LY 

GROU P S ,  PROM I NENT C I T I ZENS; SOUTHERN OREGON I ND I AN 

CH I EFS . 56 PAG E S  STAPLED, UNBOUND I NDEX . 11, 000 

ENTREES . $3 . 00 ( I NCLUDES MA I LI NG )  

MA I L  ORDERS TO : KATH L E E N  F .  LEARY, L I BRAR I AN/ARCH I ­

V I ST, SOUTHERN O REGON H I STO R I CAL SOC I ETY, P . O .  BOX 

480, J ACKSONV I LL E  OREGON 97530 . 

TABLE ROCK SENT I NE L  I NDEX __ COP I ES @ $2 __ _ 

H I STORY OF SOUTHERN OREGON 

. . .  BY WALL I NG ,  I ND EX __ COP I ES @ $3 ___ _ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 
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COME TO T H E  P I CN I C  

The long hot day s of summer 
are c oming to an end a nd tha t 
mea n s  that i t ' s  t ime f or our 
soc i e ty ' s  annual p icnic which 
will  be held on Sunday , Aug u s t  
2 5 , 1 9 8 5 , a t  1 : 0 0 PM . 

Thi s  y e ar ' s  a f fa i r  w i l l  b e  
held in Bear Creek Park in the 
picnic a re a . There a re p l en ty 
of table s a nd gri l l s  to b arbe ­
que your hamburge r s  and hot dog s 
or you c an b r i ng a mea t  d i sh . 
P l e a s e  bring your own tabl e  s e r ­
vic e  a n d  enoug h  f ood f o r  the 
numbe r  of f o l k s  in your p ar ty , 
inc luding a main d i sh , s a l a d  
or de s se rt . We w i l l  furn i sh 
the i c e  tea . 

There w i l l  be enterta inmen t  
and fun f or a l l  so j o in u s  i n  
comrnerating thi s long h e l d  t r a ­
dit ion- -your Soc ie ty P icnic . 

Th e p ic n i c  w i l l  be held 
at Bear Creek P ark in Medford . 
The p ic n i c  a r e a  in the p ark 
is loc ated j us t  o f f  S i skiyou 
Avenue near the inte r s ec t i on 
of H ighland Ave nue and S i sk i ­
you . Watch f o r  our s ign s .  

We hope to see you a l l  
the re and b r ing a fr iend ! 
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"V i n ta g e  S t r i nged I ns t r umen t s "  

Garin Bakel of Cripple Creek Music 
Company has loaned a wonderful coll­
ection of stringed instruments to be 
exhibited in the Jacksonville Court­
house Museum through August 31 . 
are violins , guitars , zithers and 
members of the mandolin family made 
between 189 7  and 1957 . 

We hope that all of our members will 
take time to stop in and see this 
unique collection . 

The Jacksonville Courthouse Museum is 
open from lO : OOAM until 5 : 00PM daily 
through Labor Day . 
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